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Reformers, regeneration and remission of sins did accompany baptism. But in what sense did they hold this sentiment ? Did they maintain that there was no need for the seed then sown in the heart of the baptized person to grow up and to bring forth fruit; or that he could be saved in any other way than by a progressive renovation of his soul after the Divine image ? Had they asserted any such doctrine as that, it would have been impossible for any enlightened person to concur with with them. But nothing can be conceived more repugnant to their sentiments than such an idea as this; so far from harbouring such a thought, they have, and that too in this very prayer, taught us to look to GOD for that total change both of heart and life which long since their days has begun to be expressed by the term regeneration. After thanking GOD for regenerating the infant by His HOLY SPIRIT, we are taught to pray t that he being dead unto sin, and living unto righteousness, may crucify the old man, and utterly abolish the whole body of sin,' and then' declaring the total change to be the necessary mean of his obtaining salvation, we add ' so that finally with the residue of THY holy Church he may be an inheritor of THINE everlasting kingdom/ Is there (I would ask) any person that can require more than this ? or does GOD in his word require more ? There are two things to be noticed in reference to this subject, the term regeneration and the thing. The term occurs but twice in the Scriptures ; in one place it refers to baptism, and is distinguished from the renewing of the HOLY GHOST; which however is represented as attendant on it: and in the other place it has a totally distinct meaning unconnected with the subject. Now the term they use as the Scripture uses it, and the thing they require as strongly as any person can require it. They do not give us any reason to imagine that an adult person can be saved without experiencing all that modern divines [ultra-protestant divines'] have included in the term regeneration; on the contrary, they do both there and in the liturgy insist upon a radical change of both heart and life. Here, then, the only question is not 6 whether a baptized person can be saved by that ordinance without sanctincation/ but whether GOD does always